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That warning brought about a tacit truce, and it was high CHAP,
time. Chamberlain had neither said nor hinted anything against. X"^L...
the monarchy in his impugned speeches. At Hanley he had, by ^T- 48-
Gladstone's acknowledgment, pointed out the possibility of a
fair arrangement between the parties, and we shall see that as
a Minister he was working for it sanely according to the sove-
reign's wise intention. But before peace was certain, and while his
opponents were still up in arms, he was resolved that his own
weapons should not be blunted. He was beginning to think that
the attitude of George the Third's granddaughter towards him
was a case of George the Third and Fox over again; and rather
than submit to this he was undoubtedly determined to leave the
Government and to take public issue on the constitutional con-
ditions of modern politics. Well indeed that this was averted. The
squall just over was not to be the last of its kind; but for the time
Court and Cabinet had to take him as he was.

vn
Chamberlain was all the more exercised in himself and hard-
ened in his political humour because at this very time he was in-
volved in an uglier episode by the Aston Riot and his flaring
quarrel with Lord Randolph. They had long been, as soon again,
not only mutually admiring statesmen fighting similar personal
battles on opposite sides, but friends sincerely attached. A fas-
cinating hostess liked to welcome at the Churchills' house in
Charles Street, despite the scandal to the Duke of Marlborough,
the "Corsican Brothers" of Tory imagination. No two types
were more opposite in most ways than Chamberlain and
Churchill, but each stimulated the other in a common aptitude
for audacity, and each was struggling with an Old Gang.
Above all, as a frank imitator of the Birmingham school Lord
Randolph this year had paid Chamberlain a flamboyant tribute,
without mentioning him:
The Caucus may be perhaps a name of evil sound and omen in the
ears of aristocratic or privileged classes, but it is undeniably the only
form of political organisation which can collect, guide and control for
common objects large masses of electors, and there is nothing in this